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Constitution

NAME
· The name of this Club shall be The Pre-Optometry Club at the University of Toronto.
PURPOSE

· Being the first and only Pre-Optometry Club within a non Optometric Institution, the purpose of the Club shall be to acquaint its members with the many aspects of the field of Optometry and assist those interested with the necessary tools in realizing their career goals. The Club will help provide a more enjoyable atmosphere throughout all aspects of its member’s educational experience.
MEMBERSHIP

· Membership shall be open equally to all of the University of Toronto community
members, including students, staff, faculty, and alumni.

· Membership shall not discriminate on the basis of national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, or handicap.

· Membership shall comply with all University rules and regulations.
· Members of the club shall consist of persons interested in the field of Optometry that are located within a reasonable distance that allows them to attend meetings and events.
· Each member shall pay an annual fee for dues affiliated with Club activities. The annual fee for the 2009-2010 academic year shall be $15 for all students. Paid members will be considered in good standing. 

· Members in good standing are eligible to vote on matters pertaining to the group, to
nominate, run, and vote in executive elections, as well as to propose and
vote on constitutional amendments. 

· All members shall have the opportunity to also become members of the Canadian Association of Optometry Students (CAOS). 

· Members from outside of the University of Toronto community are welcome, but these members do not enjoy the aforementioned rights.

OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES
· The president shall preside over all general member meetings and over all meetings of the executive board, plan all club meetings, speakers, and activities, uphold the constitution to the best of his or her power.
· The vice-president shall preside over meetings in place of the president, should the president be absent, assist the president with the planning of club meetings and special events, hold elections for committee chairs on the last meeting of spring quarter, coordinate and oversee all committee activities.
· The secretary shall set up and maintain a list of club members, keep attendance, e-mail members about club meetings and other upcoming club events, maintain all correspondence for the club including reminders and thank you notes to speakers, prepare the newsletter and club website, preserve all club written records.
· The treasurer shall maintain the records of the treasury of the club, register the club with the University at the beginning of each quarter for university funding, announce membership dues to new or unpaid members at each general meeting, deposit all funds and pay all bills, maintain an OAT study material bank for club members. 
· The Executive Board Members shall consist of all officers and the club advisor. Its function shall be to organize all programs of the club and to set the agenda. 
· All members are encouraged to take photographs at all club events for the newsletter and website, post signs around campus to promote the club, encourage club activity in any upcoming community service events approved by the president.
FINANCES

· The treasurer shall maintain the records of the treasury of the club, register the club with the University at the beginning of each quarter for university funding, announce membership dues to new or unpaid members at each general meeting, deposit all funds and pay all bills, maintain an OAT study material bank for club members. 

· The stated annual club membership fee of $15 shall be used only for the annual trip to an Optometry Institution (Canada or U.S.A), inviting guest speakers, ordering any optometry studying materials (books, etc), participating in events, such as the biannual CAOS congress held alternately in Waterloo and Montreal, the Canadian Association of Optometrists Biannual Convention, and the Graduating Student Interview Day. Other applications can be added at any time only upon discussion by all members and their vote, finalized by the president’s approval.
· Funds may be brought in to the club through club participation in fundraising events. 
· Members shall be advised of the club’s financial health at every general meeting.
· In the event of the club’s dissolution, all remaining funds will be donated to the University of Toronto.
MEETINGS

· Meetings shall be scheduled by the president.
· There shall be at least one general meeting per month.

· The possibility for club participation in community service events, social events, etc. will be consistent and ongoing.

· The day for each individual meeting shall be chosen based on club survey and may be changed if necessary.
· The meetings shall be open to all those interested in the field of Optometry.
ELECTIONS
· Although in the first-year of existence as a club, members may be appointed to the executive committee, vacancies in later years require the appointment to be ratified by the University of Toronto members.

· Elections shall take place on or before the second to last meeting for the academic year.
· Only members in good standing can participate in the election.
· The order of the election shall be as follow: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer.

· The corresponding secretary shall read the duties for each office as written in this constitution at the meeting prior to the election date and again on the election date. 
· The president shall take nominations from the floor for each office independently.
· Nominees must accept or decline nomination.
· All nominees must introduce themselves and their position.
· The successful candidate for a given position is the candidate that received the most votes for that position. In the case of a tie, the President or another executive member holding voting privilege may abstain from voting during the initial ballot count. After counting the ballots and there is an equality of votes, the abstained vote can now be counted in order to break the tie. In this way, any voting members do not vote twice.
AMENDMENTS
· Members are welcome to propose ideas about how to improve the club and its constitution at any meeting. Once a member feels strong about his or her proposal, he or she may offer a vote to all club members at any meeting. The president shall lead the vote and the decision with most votes shall be the ultimatum. In the case of a tie, the President or another executive member holding voting privilege may abstain from voting during the initial ballot count. After counting the ballots and there is an equality of votes, the abstained vote can now be counted in order to break the tie. In this way, any voting members do not vote twice.
· Members in good standing are eligible to propose and vote on constitutional amendments. 

QUORUM CLAUSE
· The Pre-Optometry Club at the University of Toronto is a small group and the level that is set depends on the total number of members. Thus, the followed quorum for the 2009-2010 academic year is at least 2/3 of the general members, but can be also expected to be 50%+1 of all members. We always welcome anyone interested in joining the Club, so there is not limited capacity. 
